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Scientific readers will find an occasional point to criticize, as, for example, 
the author 's statements to the effect that ripple marks, sun cracks, rain prints, 
and casts of salt crystals prove that the beds containing them were laid down in 
large lakes, or in the sea. Such a point is of minor consequence, however, in a 
paper successfully designed to serve the needs of the non-scientific public. 

D. W. Johnson. 

AFRICA 

Tourist's Guide to the Island of Madeira (A Pearl of the Ocean). 

Compiled by C. A. le P. Power. 72 pp. Maps, ills., index. G. Philip & 

Son, Ltd., London, 1914. 3s. 6d. 7y 2 x5. 

Compiled for those who want a simple guide to places of interest on the 

island. Three maps aid the text. Besides detailed descriptions of excursions, 

there are a table of elevations, explanations of place names, a list of hotels, 

advice for forecasting weather conditions, etc., and 64 small photographs of 

Madeira scenery. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

EUROPE 

The Bronze Age in Ireland. By George Coffey, xi and 107 pp. Ills., 
index. Hodges, Figgis & Co., Dublin, 1913. 6s. 10x6%. 
A scholarly, archaeological brochure descriptive of the tools, weapons, burial 
implements, and domestic utensils, unearthed in Ireland, and belonging to the 
age of bronze. The writer adopts the view of archaeologists, that the period of 
the Bronze Age extended from about 3000 B. C. to 900 A. D. He also main- 
tains the common opinion that the Neolithic, Copper, Bronze and Iron Ages 
were not sharply marked off from one another, but were successively developed 
from each other, in the order named. He thinks that the metallurgy of the 
Bronze Age advanced into Ireland from Mycense, by the Danube and the Elbe. 

David H. Buel. 

The Exploration of the Alps. By Arnold Lunn. (Home Univ. Library.) 
256 pp. Index. H. Holt & Co., New York, 1914. 50 cents. 7 x 4%. 
In medieval times some men loved the Alps, but more hated them. The 
first important Alpine peak to be climbed was Bochemelon, 11,600 feet high. 
The feat was accomplished by a knight, Rotario of Asti. As time went on, 
more explorers came and the Alps were gradually opened up. Mr. Lunn 
tells of this, and of the scientific discoveries of Agassiz, Perrandier, and others. 
But mountaineering did not become a fashionable sport until the English came 
in force. "From 1840 the number of Englishmen taking part in high ascents 
increased rapidly; and between 1854 and 1865 the great bulk of the virgin 
ascents stand to their credit." The story of the Matterhorn and of the ter- 
rible disaster there is told graphically. Mr. Lunn also describes recent moun- 
taineering, the charm of the sport in winter, and the advantage of skis. He 
discusses the best writings dealing with the Alps, and the sensations these 
mountains produce upon the beholder. A useful bibliography complete this 
thorough and interesting book. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

Rambles about the Riviera. By Prances M. Gostling. xiv and 326 pp. 

Ills., index. James Pott & Co., New York, 1914. $2.50. 9 x 5%. 
Jottings from an English wife's note-book of an autumn, out-of -season 
tour with her husband, through the Riviera. The places visited, the historical 
allusions, the quaint peasants' lore, the Christian legends of the Saints grafted 
upon the old pagan myths, are described in an entertaining manner. The au- 
thor says: "It was customary for proscribed persons, in times of persecution, 
to take refuge among the tombs, and thus the catacombs became the resort 
of the first Christians." It would be truer to say that, as burial associations 
were recognized as legal corporations under the Roman Civil Law, the primitive 
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Roman Christians, whose cult was outlawed by the law of the land, made use 
of such incorporation to hold legal meetings, and so, under the guise of burial 
associations, celebrated their worship in the Catacombs. David H. Buel. 

The Geological Formations of the Balaton Lake Region and 
their Regional Forms of Stratification. By Louis de Loczy. 617 
pp. Maps, ills. Balaton Commission of the Hungarian Geogr. Soc, 
Budapest, 1913. 

A valuable addition to the scientific investigation of Balaton Lake. It is 
the 31st part in the series which is expected to give a complete monography 
of that part of Hungary. Geography, geology, botany, zoology, mineralogy, 
petrography, history, archaeology, etc., are all represented in the publications of 
the ' ' Scientific Investigation Committee of the Balaton Lake ' ' section of the 
Hungarian Geographical Society. 

The Balaton Lake region is a very complicated, faulted mountain area. 
Stratigraphieally it contains deposits of Archseozoic age, very few Palaeozoic 
specimens, but especially Mesozoic and Cenozoic sediments. The Triassic is 
here described in great detail with the aid of a very large number of fossil 
species. The Pliocene also is thoroughly treated, as well as the volcanic 
action of Pliocene time; and basalts, geyserites, etc., are thoroughly discussed. 

Apparently this is one of the finest examples of a faulted block mountain 
region. It is expected that the German edition of the work will be published 
this year. The geomorphology of the region by the same author and the 
hydrography by Dr. Eugene de Cholnoky, now in preparation, will help us 
to a complete understanding of that part of Hungary. 

Michael Haltenberger. 

THE "WOBLD AND PARTS OF IT 

Agriculture in the Tropics. An Elementary Treatise. By J. C. Willis. 

(Cambridge Biological Series). 2nd edit, xvi and 223 pp. Ills., index. 

University Press, Cambridge. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1914. 

9x6. 
The white powers, Mr. Willis says, now control the bulk of the tropics. The 
northern peoples, therefore, should understand the agricultural problems of the 
tropics. At present the tropical area given to export products is about fifty 
million acres, and the area used to feed tropical peoples is about 275 million 
acres. Still not more than half the available land is used, while much that is 
cultivated is worked very inefficiently. Thus the question of tropical agricul- 
ture is momentous. 

The author deals with the problem clearly. He considers the soil, climate, 
population, laborer, transportation, capital, drainage, irrigation, crops, etc. He 
describes each of the principal agricultural products, its cultivation, etc., in 
detail. He discusses agriculture in its relation to the native population. The 
methods of opening an agricultural estate in the tropics are mentioned; and 
lastly, Mr. Willis outlines an agricultural policy for the white nations holding 
tropical lands by which agriculture in the tropics may be improved. The book, 
which is well illustrated, is written in a popular, non-technical, though 
thorough manner. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

Oceanographische en Meteorologische Waarnemingen in den 
Indischen Oceaan, Dec, Jan., Feb., 1856-1910. 25 charts. Kon. 
Nederl. Meteorol. Inst. [Public] No. 104. Versluys & Scherjon, Utrecht. 
14% x 22. 
The meteorology of the Indian Ocean has been very thoroughly studied. In 
addition to the monthly meteorological charts of this area, issued by the British 
Meteorological Office, the Deutsche Seewarte and our own Hydrographic Office, 
■we have the well-known Indian Ocean Atlas of the Deutsche Seewarte, and the 
Meteorological Atlas of the Indian Seas, published by the Meteorological De- 
partment of India. The newest publication, issued by the Meteorological In- 



